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expenses. Suggested translations of the inscription
which lias long since disappeared, will be found in Vol. X
of the Asiatic Journal. [Aug. 1828.]
the presidency jail.
After crossing the Chowringhi Road, and passing on our
left the residences recently built for the Government
officials, and on our right the old tank known as Birjoo
Talao, we find on our left the Presidency General Hospital,
and on our right the vegetable garden cultivated by the
unwilling hands of the native denizens of the Presidency
Jail. A turn to our right brings us to the central gateway
of the Jail.
In the centre of the Jail compound is a tank, and to the
North of it is a huge Barrack which, according to tradition,
was once the hunting-box of Suraj-ud-Daula. The basis
of this belief is two-fold: (1) The Jail is still called by
natives Jiwrinba,ri—-i.e., the deer house; (2) Suraj-ud-
Daula is the only name of a Nawab of Dacca familiar to
Calcutta ears. Hurriribari, however, was the playful
native name for the place, where His Majesty's pets were
constrained to dwell, long before the present Jail came
into use.
In 1767 Calcutta had two Jails, one in Lall Bazdr, "a
very clean, wholesome place," the other in the Bum Bazar,
"a confined place and must occasion much sickness."
Of these two places of incarceration one was the House of
Correction for petty offenders committed by thePoliceMagis-
trates: the other the Jail proper for convicted felons and
debtors. A letter of the Board to the Court of the Hon.
Bast India Company, dated November 30th, 1778, shows
that the present Jail must have been erected in this year.
The wall round the Jail dated from the end of the year
1783. So far it was only the Jail which had been removed
to the maidan, but in 1783 a Mr. Hare, late Sheriff of Gal-
cntba, offered to erect a new House of Correction or "New
Hurrinbari" within the precincts of the Jail, in return
for the site of the "Old Hurrinbari" and the sum which
had been thought necessary for its repairs. The Lall Bazar
Jail was converted into the Company's Printing Works in
1787,

